INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

which enables experts of the music-hall stage to perform
almost incredible feats of memory, or sometimes apparently
of thought-reading.

The key to the situation is that the experimenter, as each
word is pronounced, fits it into a mental picture which he
has trained himself to use for the number in question. These
mental pictures are remembered by the trick of using words
which begin and end with certain letters.

For example, instead of 15, the experimenter sees a visual
image of an ape, this being chosen because

APE

begins with the first and ends with the fifth letter of the
alphabet. When the experimenter says "No 15," let us
suppose the person in the audience says " bicycle " (it is
as well for a beginner to confine the audience to common
nouns, names of real things). The experimenter promptly
puts his ape on a bicycle, sees this mental picture intently
for a moment, and then dismisses it from his mind, calling
for No. 16. He can be perfectly confident that when he
is later asked for No. 16 he will remember " ape," that the
ape was on a "bicycle," and that the required word is
therefore bicycle. The essential thing is to see the picture
clearly. Here is a list of key words, and anyone wishing
to try the experiment should form a definite and concrete
picture in connection with each one.

1.  Air                        11. Acacia                   21. Boa

2.  Bar                       12. Arab                     22. Bab

3.  Car                       13. Alcoholic               23. Boracic

4.  Dagger                  14. Almond                 24. Bed

5.  Ear                       15. Ape                       25. Bee

6.  Fur                       16. Aloof                     26. Beef

7.  Garter                   17. Aching                  27. Bog

8.  Hunger                 18. Arch                     28, Bunch

9.  Indicator              19. Alkali                   29. Bilosi1
10, Acorn                   20. Bun                      30. Can

1 For which I see a map of the Gulf of Mexico.